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CONRAD STUDENT RESEARCHES THRILLER 
NOVELS, MOVIES AT UM
MISSOULA—
Charles Conrad, a senior in English at the University of Montana from 
Conrad, will study the violent, big-city, low-life thril ler novels and films 
of the 1940s and '50s under a $1,000 Watkins Scholarship at UM.
Conrad, who will undertake the research for his senior honors paper, 
said there has been actually very l i t t l e  critical work on the novels and 
films and the connection between the two.
His study, he said, will investigate the relationships between the "hard- 
boiled" novels of Raymond Chandler, Da s hi el 1 Hammett and James M. Cain and 
the "films noirs" made from them which created a fictional landscape of the 
"night city." He described the scenes of the novels and films as "arenas 
of bars and neon l i t  backstreets peopled by junkies, whores, psychopaths, 
vamps and private detectives where the moods of claustrophobia, paranoia, 
despair and nihilism constitute a world view."
Conrad said he would be able to do some of his study in New York City 
film museums while he participates in the National Student Exchange program 
at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst during the fall quarter.
Dr. Douglas Purl, assistant professor of English at UM, will advise and 
critique Conrad's project.




Since the program began in 1978, a total of 114 UM students 
have been awarded the competitive Watkins scholarships based on their 
prior academic achievements and the quality of their research pro­
posals. The scholarship funds come from the $353,000 Gordon and 
Anna Watkins Endowment at UM.
Gordon Watkins was a 1914 UM alumnus who was a Welch coal miner 
before he immigrated to the United States in 1906. He received 
the doctor of philosophy degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1918 and an honorary doctor of laws degree from UM in 1940.
Watkins taught in Illinios and California universities and was 
provost of the University of California at Riverside until 1956.
He also authored several books and articles on economics and labor 
relations and acted as a federal arbitrator and international con­
sultant in economics. While at UM, Anna Davis Watkins was secretary 
to the UM president and graduated in English in 1915. Both died 
in 1970.
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